
n 2016 parliament voted to
build a new generation of nucle-

ar-missile-carrying submarines.
The debate was billed as being ab-
out renewing ‘Britain’s independ-
ent nuclear deterrent’. But it just
added to 70 years of fraud and
deception over nuclear weapons
and ‘defence’.

I

In 1946 the US cut off nuclear col-
laboration with Britain. The British 
government secretly began devel-
oping a nuclear bomb with “a 
bloody union jack on top of it” to 
ensure “our prestige in the world” 
and “secure American co-operati-
on”. And it began developing 
aircraft to drop the bombs.
In 1952 Britain exploded its first 
atomic bomb. The US exploded its 
first, vastly more powerful, hydro-
gen (H) bomb. So Britain began an 
H-bomb programme. The Prime 
Minister called it “the price we pay
to sit at the top table”. The military
chiefs said it would strengthen 
“our position and influence as a 
world power and put within our 
grasp the ability to be on terms 
with the United States and Russia”.
In 1956 Britain joined France and 
Israel in invading Egypt. The US 
opposed this and pulled the plug. 
So British governments learned 
not to act without US approval. 
Britain wasn’t going to be ‘on 

terms’ with the US (or Russia). It 
was a key moment in the process 
of coming under the wing of the 
United States. 
In 1957 Britain exploded its first H-
bomb: the US decided the time 
had come to ‘co-operate’. The pro-
cess of making British nuclear 
weapons dependent on the US 
had begun.
In 1958 the US agreed to share nu-
clear submarine technology with 
Britain. In 1962 it agreed to let 
Britain have US Polaris submarine-
launched nuclear missiles. Britain 
began building nuclear submarines

to carry them. It would become 
the only nuclear power without its
own weapons delivery system. 
In the 1964 election, ahead of 
becoming Prime Minister, Labour 
leader Harold Wilson called Polaris
‘neither independent, nor British, 
nor a deterrent’. 
In 1980 it was announced that 
Britain would replace the Polaris 
missiles with Trident ones rented 
from the US, and would build new 
submarines to carry them. 
British Trident submarines entered
service in 1994. But while Britain 
had looked after its own stock of 
Polaris missiles, the Trident ones 
were all to be stockpiled and ser-
viced in the United States.
The government privatised the 
management of the Atomic Wea-
pons Establishments (AWEs) which
develop and service the nuclear 
warheads. In 1999 the contract 
was given to a consortium of 3 
companies including the US Lock-
heed Martin corporation which 
makes the Trident missiles. Lock-
heed had been severely criticised 
over the operation of US nuclear 
facilities. 
In 2008 a second of the 3 shares in
the AWE management contract 
was sold to a US company.
In 2012 it was announced that the 
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running of Britain's Trident nuclear
submarine bases was to be privat-
ized. The US Lockheed Martin 
corporation got the lion’s share of 
the contract.
Half a century after the idea of an 
‘independent British nuclear det-
errent’ had been poo-pooed by a 
British prime minister, a single US 
corporation – the world’s largest 
arms producer – was central to 
building and maintaining Britain’s 
missiles, designing and servicing 
the nuclear warheads to go on 

them and managing the bases 
where the submarines carrying 
them operate from! 
And a US President can stop Brit-
ain having useable missiles simply 
by tearing up the agreement.
The same process applies to other 
parts of the British armed forces.
The head of the Royal Navy exp-
lained the design and size of the 
new British ‘super’ aircraft carr-
iers. He had visited the Chief of 
Naval Operations in the U.S. who 
had been “very keen for us to get 

these because he sees us slotting 
in with his carrier groups. He really
wants us to have these, but he 
wants us to have the same sort of 
clout as one of their carriers. He 
would find that very useful”.
But the head of the US army 
wasn’t so pleased: he said that the
US had long relied on the British to
send a full army division to join US 
interventions abroad. With cuts to 
the size of the British army he 
worried that that might no longer 
be possible.
In May President Trump lauded 
“the great rebuilding of the United
States military. We have just sec-
ured the largest-ever amount of 
money to support our great war 
fighters. We will have the strong-
est military that we have ever 
had”. 
The US defence secretary wrote to
his British opposite number warn-
ing him that Britain risked being 
eclipsed by France as America’s 
“partner of choice” if it didn’t in-
crease its military spending. 
The Parliamentary Defence Select 
Committe echoed that call, saying 
that British military spending 
should be raised by up to £17 
billion a year.
We have been warned.

Jim Brann

Read by the Mayor of Hiro-
shima Kazumi Matsui on 6 
August 2018, the 73rd anni-
versary of the  atomic bomb-
ing of the city. It was read at 
London CND’s event at Tavi-
stock Square by Shigeo 
Kobayashi.

t's 73 years ago and a Monday 
morning, just like today. With I

Remembering Hiroshima 
6 August, Tavistock Square

ondon CND’s annual Hiroshima commemoration took place 
in Tavistock Square on Monday 6 August beside the cherry 

tree planted there in 1967 by the Mayor of Camden.
L
Maryam Eslamdoust, Deputy Mayor of Camden, set the scene. 
She was followed by contributions from Nobu Ono of Japanese 
Against Nuclear and SOAS CND, Rebecca Johnson of the 
Acronym Institute, Reverend Gyoro Nagase of Battersea Peace 
Pagoda and Georgia Elander, London CND Worker.
Bruce Kent, CND Vice President, brought that part of the events 
to a close.
The event was compered by London CND Chair Carol Turner.
Music was provided by Raised Voices choir and dance by 
Francesco Miglioaccio, Fernanda Munoz-Newsome and Hannah 
Ekholm.
Flowers were laid at the cherry tree and the proceedings were 
followed by a picnic in the gardens.

That evening there was a showing of the film “The man who 
saved the World” at nearby Friends House with guest speaker 
Catherine West MP.

Peace 
Declaration



the mid-summer sun already 
blazing, Hiroshima starts another 
day. Please listen to what I say 
next as if you and your loved ones 
were there. At 8:15 comes a 
blinding flash. A fireball more than
a million degrees Celsius releases 
intense radiation, heat, and then, 
a tremendous blast. Below the 
roiling mushroom cloud, innocent 
lives are snuffed out as the city is 
obliterated. "I'm so hot! It's killing 
me!" From under collapsed 
houses, children scream for their 
mothers. "Water! Please, water!" 
come moans and groans from the 
brink of death. In the foul stench 
of burning people, victims wander 
around like ghosts, their flesh 
peeled and red. Black rain fell all 
around. The scenes of hell burnt 
into their memories and the radi-
ation eating away at their minds 
and bodies are even now sources 
of pain for hibakusha who survive.
Today, with more than 14,000 nuc-
lear warheads remaining, the like-
lihood is growing that what we 
saw in Hiroshima after the explos-
ion that day will return, by intent 
or accident, plunging people into 
agony.
The hibakusha, based on their int-
imate knowledge of the terror of 
nuclear weapons, are ringing an 
alarm against the temptation to 
possess them. Year by year, as hib-
akusha decrease in number, listen-
ing to them grows ever more cruc-
ial. One hibakusha who was 20 
says "If nuclear weapons are used,
every living thing will be annihilat-
ed. Our beautiful Earth will be left 
in ruins. World leaders should 
gather in the A-bombed cities, en-
counter our tragedy, and, at a min-
imum, set a course toward free-
dom from nuclear weapons. I want
human beings to become good 
stewards of creation capable of 
abolishing nuclear weapons." He 
asks world leaders to focus their 

reason and insight on abolishing 
nuclear weapons so we can treas-
ure life and avoid destroying the 
Earth.
Last year, the Nobel Peace Prize 

went to ICAN, an organization that
contributed to the formation of 
the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons. Thus, the spirit 
of the hibakusha is spreading 
through the world. On the other 
hand, certain countries are blat-
antly proclaiming self-centered 
nationalism and modernizing their
nuclear arsenals, rekindling tensi-
ons that had eased with the end of
the Cold War.
Another hibakusha who was 20 
makes this appeal: "I hope no such
tragedy ever happens again. We 
must never allow ours to fade into 
the forgotten past. I hope from the
bottom of my heart that humanity 
will apply our wisdom to making 
our entire Earth peaceful." If the 
human family forgets history or 
stops confronting it, we could ag-
ain commit a terrible error. That is 
precisely why we must continue 
talking about Hiroshima. Efforts to 
eliminate nuclear weapons must 
continue based on intelligent ac-
tions by leaders around the world.
Nuclear deterrence and nuclear 
umbrellas flaunt the destructive 
power of nuclear weapons and 
seek to maintain international 
order by generating fear in rival 
countries. This approach to guar-
anteeing long-term security is in-
herently unstable and extremely 
dangerous. World leaders must 
have this reality etched in their 

hearts as they negotiate in good 
faith the elimination of nuclear 
arsenals, which is a legal obligation
under the Nuclear Non-Proliferati-
on Treaty. Furthermore, they must 
strive to make the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons a 
milestone along the path to a 
nuclear-weapon-free world.
We in civil society fervently hope 
that the easing of tensions on the 
Korean Peninsula will proceed 
through peaceable dialogue. For 
leaders to take courageous act-
ions, civil society must respect 
diversity, build mutual trust, and 
make the abolition of nuclear wea-
pons a value shared by all human-
kind. Mayors for Peace, now with 
more than 7,600 member cities 
around the world, will focus on 
creating that environment.
I ask the Japanese government to 
manifest the magnificent pacifism 
of the Japanese Constitution in the
movement toward the entry into 
force of the Treaty on the Prohib-
ition of Nuclear Weapons by play-
ing its proper role, leading the 
international community toward 
dialogue and cooperation for a 
world without nuclear weapons. In
addition, I hereby demand an 
expansion of the black rain areas 
along with greater concern and 
improved assistance for the many 
people suffering the mental and 
physical effects of radiation, 
especially the hibakusha, whose 
average age is now over 82.
Today, we renew our commitment 
and offer sincere consolation to 
the souls of all A-bomb victims. 
Along with Nagasaki, the other A-
bombed city, and with much of the
world's population, Hiroshima 
pledges to do everything in our 
power to achieve lasting world 
peace and the abolition of nuclear 
weapons.



National CND
Sat-Sun Oct 20-21 • 9am-5pm • CND 
Annual Conference and AGM at Wills 
Memorial Building, Park St, University
of Bristol; Sat: AGM & policy confer-
ence; Sun: workshops on grassroots 
activities & peace history walk.  020 
7700 2393
London CND Events
020 7607 2302 
www.londoncnd.org.uk
Mon Oct 22 • 6-8pm • London Youth 
and Student drinks reception in 
House of Commons Jubilee Rm with 
Catherine West MP and Baroness 
Jenny Jones; Booking essential, tickets
available at londoncnd.org
Local Group Events
Bromley
Fri Sep 21 • 7.30pm • Peace One Day 
event; Speakers, reading, music and 
stalls at Bromley Parish Church 
Rooms, Church Rd; Bromley Peace 
Council; Contact Ann 020 8460 1205

Croydon
Wed Oct 17 • 7.15-9.30pm • Launch 
of Croydon Peace Council with a film 
showing and guest speakers, followed
by informal drinks at Ruskin House, 
23 Coombe Rd, Croydon CR0 1BD

Turnham Green
Sat Sep 22 • 10am-4pm • West 
London Peace Market • 5pm • West 
London Peace Network launch with 
drinks, nibbles and guest speakers; at 
St Michael and All Angels Church Hall,
The Avenue W4 1TX; Turnham Green 
tube

Wimbledon
Fridays • 6-7pm • “Vigil for Peace” 
outside the library in St. Mark’s Place
O  ther Events  
Fri • Sep 21 • 6.30pm • eventing on 
forgiveness and reconciliation: to 
celebrate International Day of Peace, 
with Juanma Robles, PhD in Peace, 
Conflict and Development Studies.  
£10/£6.  At St Ethelburga's 78 
Bishopsgate EC2.  Info & Bookings 

020-7496 1610.
Fri Sep 28 • 7.30pm • Common 
Women: Bow Drama Group's staged 
reading of a play by Jill Truman with 
songs. Entrance free. Kingsley Hall, 
Powis Rd E3 3HJ
Sat Sep • 29 • 11am-1pm • Nuclear 
Trains Action Group stall & leafletting 
outside Wembley Central Stn; 
davidtrpolden1@gmail.com 
Tue Oct 9 • 7pm • “Nonviolence and 
Taking Sides. London Pacifism and 
Nonviolence Discussion Group;  Hous-
mans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road, 
King’s Cross, N1.  020-7278 4474; 
SecondTuesday@groupmail.com;.
Sat Oct 27 • 2.30-5.30pm • Musical 
Protest against arms fairs held at 
ExCeL Centre.  Prince Regent or  
Custom House DLR.  Follow signs to 
ExCeL; East London Against the Arms 
Fair.  www.elaaf.org
Mon Oct 29 • 6pm • Moving Towards
a New UN, with eminent speakers.  
Free, donations welcome.  At The 
Hilton, 17-18 Upper Woburn Place, 
WC1.  Org. Uniting for Peace.  07776-
231 018
Mon Oct 29 • 6.45pm • “Japan and 
the Asia Pacific”; Christopher Hughes,
LSE Professor of International Relati-
ons, will talk about the current polit-
ical and economic situation in Japan.  
£3/£2. Café Diplo, The Gallery, 70/77 
Cowcross Street, EC1.  Friends of Le 
Monde Diplomatique. 07435-844130 
www.mondediplofriends.org.uk
Wed Oct 31 • 7.30pm • Sir Paul 
Nurse on “Research & the Public 
Good: Ethics, priorities & conflicts of 
opinion” £8/£4 (members) Conway 
Hall, 25 Red Lion Sq (Holborn tube)
Sat Nov 3 • 2pm • “Active Remem-
brance & Waging Peace Together.”  
2018 Movement Against War 
Remembrance Lecture by Caroline 
Lucas MP.  Free, with ticket.  Info: 
www.abolishwar.org.uk.  At St. John’s 
Waterloo, Waterloo Rd, SE1 8TY.  Info:
www.abolishwar.org.uk 
Sat Nov 3 • 4.30-5pm • Act of Rem-
embrance for the Innocent Victims of 

War; outside the west door of 
Westminster Abbey.  Org. by Anglican 
Pacifist Fellowship, 
www.anglicanpeacemaker.org.uk 
Sat Nov 10 • 9:30am-5pm • ‘Future 
wars: the impact of new technologies’
CND international conference co-
hosted by London CND; at Birkbeck 
College, Malet St WC1E 7HX 020 7700
2393
Sun Nov 11 • 12.30pm • Remem-
brance Ceremony in Tavistock Sq;  • 
2-5pm • events in Friends’ Ho, Euston
Rd. (Euston Station.)
Sun Nov 11 • 7.30pm • Autumn Con-
cert for Peace.  Louise Adler, soprano, 
accompanied by Roger  Vignoles, 
piano.   £15/£10 (at door or online at 
www.mpdconcerts.org St. Philip’s 
Church W8 6QH.  Musicians for Peace
and Disarmament.      
Sat Nov 24 • 2.30-5.30pm • Musical 
Protest against arms fairs held at 
ExCeL Centre.  Prince Regent or  
Custom House DLR.  Follow signs to 
ExCeL.  East London Against the Arms 
Fair.  www.elaaf.org
Regular events
Every Wed • 6-7pm • Women in 
Black silent vigil against militarism & 
war; Edith Cavell Statue, St Martin’s Pl
WC2; wibinfo@gn.apc.org
Every Fri • 10am-12.30pm • Vigil in 
solidarity with Japanese activists 
against nuclear power; Outside Jap-
anese Embassy, 101-104 Piccadilly. 
Green Park Tube  1-1.30pm • Vigil at 
Tokyo Electric Power Company offic-
es, 14-18 High Holborn (Chancery 
Lane tube);  Info: David 020 7700 
2393; www.kicknuclear.com
2nd weekend each month • Women’s 
peace camp at Aldermaston Atomic 
Weapons Factory; 07969 739 812; 
www.aldermaston.net 
1st Sun each month • 10.55am • Walk
in Peace;  Slow, silent 1-hour walk for 
peace; Speakers’ Corner café, Hyde Pk
(Marble Arch tube); Clare 020 8755 
0353 walkinpeace@hotmail.co  m  
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